
   

 

   

 

 

RFI for Cluster 16 Projects 

Q&A Responses 

August 10, 2026 

 

WestLight Energy, a California Joint Powers Authority is soliciting this Request for 
Information (RFI) for renewable energy and storage projects that support its long-term 

energy procurement goals and to allocate Commercial Interest Points to selected 
projects consistent with the CAISO’s Interconnection Process Enhancements. 

 
RFI Launch Date: July 23, 2026 

 

Responses are due by end of day August 19, 2026, Pacific Prevailing Time. 

 

 

RFI Website:    

https://www.westlightenergy.org/solicitations/rfi-for-projects-in-caisos-
queue-cluster-16/ 
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# Question Response 

1 Must a Cluster 16 interconnection request 
already be on file at submission, or is an 
intended application sufficient? 

Interconnection requests must be 
submitted to CAISO by the application 
deadline of 10/15/2026. WestLight will 
allocate CIP after verifying that the 
application has been submitted.  

2 For the repowering or expansion of an 
existing facility, may the project rely on the 
facility's existing Point of Interconnection 
and deliverability, or must it file a new 
Cluster 16 request for the full/incremental 
capacity? 

This RFI is only intended for Cluster 16 
projects. Projects with existing POI and 
deliverability could be submitted to 
WestLight in a future RFP. 

3 Is a repowered facility eligible for 
Commercial Interest Points on the same 
basis as new-build? 

Yes, as long as the facility is being 
submitted to CAISO as part of Cluster 16 
interconnection process. 

4 Section 4 describes renewable energy 
generating facilities from a firm resource 
using geothermal as the only example. 
Does a biomass generating facility qualify 
as a firm resource for the purposes of this 
RFI, consistent with the Biomass/Biogas 
option in the Renewable Energy Source 
drop-down and the "Specify Expected 
Feedstock" field on the Facility Detail sheet 
of Attachment 1? 

At this point, WestLight Energy will not 
consider Biomass facilities for Cluster 16 
CIP allocation.  

5 Is the ninety-five percent guaranteed 
energy production for firm resources 
measured against the "Expected Average 
Annual Generation" entered on the Facility 
Detail sheet of Attachment 1, or against a 
separately negotiated contract quantity 
established during PPA negotiation? 

This can be negotiated later during PPA 
negotiations.  

6 For a biogenic-carbon resource, should the 
"Expected CO2 Emissions (metric tonnes / 
MWh)" field on the Facility Detail sheet be 
completed on an operating stack basis, or 
on a net lifecycle basis that accounts for the 
biogenic origin of the fuel? If the operating 
basis is required, where should the lifecycle 
figure be presented? 

It should be based on operating stack 
basis. The lifecycle figure could be 
included in the narrative.  

7 Do the response to the "Firm Clean" 
question on the Facility Detail sheet and the 
value entered for Expected CO2 Emissions 

WestLight will use responses to these 
questions to assess portfolio fit and score 
projects against the qualitative criteria. 
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affect a project's eligibility, or do they inform 
portfolio fit and qualitative scoring only? 

8 What are the contractual consequences of 
failing to meet the ninety-five percent 
guaranteed energy production threshold in 
a given annual measurement period? Are 
there liquidated damages, replacement 
power cost pass-through, contract 
termination rights, or some combination? 

It will be a combination of these and will 
be negotiated during the PPA negotiation. 

9 For the ninety-five percent guaranteed 
energy production obligation applicable to 
firm resources, are planned maintenance 
outages excluded from the annual 
measurement period, or must scheduled 
maintenance be absorbed within the 
proposed annual energy figure? 

Scheduled maintenance should be 
included within the proposed annual 
energy figure. 

10 Does WestLight Energy have a preferred or 
latest acceptable Commercial Operation 
Date range for projects under this RFI, and 
will proposed COD be used as an 
evaluation criterion? 

WestLight Energy has a preference for 
projects with an earlier COD, particularly 
those expected before 2035, but remains 
open to considering projects with later 
CODs. Projects with earlier CODs will 
receive a higher score; however, given the 
uncertainty associated with project CODs, 
this criterion will carry relatively limited 
weight in the overall evaluation. 

11 Please confirm that the restriction to non-
lithium storage applies only to stand-alone 
storage projects, and that a lithium-ion 
battery paired with a firm renewable 
generator is eligible, consistent with the 
round-trip efficiency requirement stated for 
lithium storage resources in the Section 5 
table. 

Correct, lithium-ion batteries paired with a 
firm or variable renewable resource are 
eligible for this RFI. 

12 What evidence of Portfolio Content 
Category 1 eligibility does WestLight 
Energy expect at the RFI stage? Is receipt 
of California Energy Commission RPS pre-
certification required before submission, or 
is the milestone-schedule entry "Receipt of 
CEC pre-certification" understood to be a 
future-dated milestone? 

This is not required as part of the RFI 
submission, but the facility must be able to 
deliver directly into the California ISO 
balancing authority area. 

13 Is the 200 MWh storage minimum for the 
paired category measured at beginning-of-
life nameplate energy, or at guaranteed 

The 200-MWh threshold is measured at 
COD. Degradation and any augmentation 
can be negotiated during PPA negotiation. 
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end-of-life energy after degradation and 
after any augmentation? 

14 Where a paired storage component has a 
duration of twelve hours or longer, does the 
project receive the Long Lead-Time 
Resource priority described in Section 8, or 
is that priority available only to stand-alone 
long duration storage projects? 

Paired storage with duration of twelve 
hours or longer will receive the Long 
Lead-Time Resource priority.  

15 Where a firm resource delivers energy in 
excess of its proposed Expected Average 
Annual Generation in a measurement year, 
will WestLight Energy take delivery of and 
pay for that excess energy, and if so at 
what price? If not, may the Seller sell such 
excess energy into the CAISO market or to 
third parties, and would the associated 
Renewable Energy Certificates for those 
non-delivered volumes remain with the 
Seller? 

WestLight will take delivery of excess 
energy above the proposed Expected 
Average Annual Generation up to a 
threshold negotiated in the PPA. 

16 For a new-build firm resource, will 
WestLight Energy consider a 
commissioning-period accommodation 
within the ninety-five percent guaranteed 
energy production structure? For example, 
a reduced guaranteed quantity in the first 
operating year stepping to the full quantity 
thereafter? If so, should this be reflected in 
the Data Form entries or proposed in the 
Narrative? 

Yes, this could be negotiated during the 
PPA negotiations. This can be explained 
in the narrative. 

17 On the Facility Detail sheet, is "Generator 
Nameplate Capacity (MW)" to be entered 
gross at the generator terminals or net of 
Station Use? Please confirm whether the 
$125/kW Development Security and 
Performance Security are calculated on this 
entered capacity. 

It should be entered as Gross MW at 
generator terminals. Both Development 
and Performance Securities will be 
calculated based on the Nameplate 
Capacity.  

18 Attachment 3, the Exclusivity Agreement 
with Right of First Refusal, and Attachment 
4, the Non-Disclosure Agreement, are listed 
in Section 18 but were not included in the 
downloadable RFI package as at 30 July 
2026. When will these be published? 

Both of these attachments were posted on 
July 31, 2026 on the RFI website.  

19 If a shortlisted Participant executes the 
Exclusivity Agreement, posts the Shortlist 
Deposit, and participates in the RFO in 

Please refer to the Exclusivity Agreement 
posted on the RFI website for more 
information.  
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good faith but is not ultimately awarded a 
PPA, is the Shortlist Deposit refunded, and 
on what timeline? 

20 For the repowering of an existing 
renewable facility, does WestLight require a 
new CEC RPS certification and PCC1 
vintage, and will a repowered facility be 
treated as PCC1-eligible on the same basis 
as a new-build project? 

WestLight will evaluate new and existing 
facilities equally with respect to the PCC1 
eligibility criterion. For information 
regarding CEC RPS certification 
requirements, please refer to the CEC. 

 


