
   
 

   
 

 

Request for Proposals 

Peninsula Clean Energy, a California Joint Powers Authority, is seeking proposals from public 

agencies for advancing energy education at schools in San Mateo County and/or the city of Los 

Banos in the 2026-27 school year. 

Responses are due March 30, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. Pacific Time. 
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1 RFP OVERVIEW 

Peninsula Clean Energy Authority issues this Request for Proposals (RFP) to seek offers from 

qualified providers to advance energy education and decarbonization of school facilities across 

San Mateo County or the city of Los Banos in the 2026-27 school year.  

Eligible organizations must meet one of the following criteria: 

• Public agencies that serve the entirety of San Mateo County or the city of Los Banos 

• Nonprofit organizations working in existing formal partnership with a public agency on 
education programs that serve the entirety of San Mateo County or the city of Los Banos 

 

This RFP: 

• Provides general background on Peninsula Clean Energy. 

• Describes the service sought by Peninsula Clean Energy (scope of work). 

• Provides an opportunity for Proposers to describe their qualifications and experience 
and explain how they can contribute to services requested. 

1.1 Background 

Schools play a crucial role in Peninsula Clean Energy's mission to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions in our communities. As of December 2025, all public school districts in San Mateo 

County and the city of Los Banos are customers of Peninsula Clean Energy. Given that 

Peninsula Clean Energy serves 97% of customers in our service territory, most students are 

reasonably expected to represent households that receive our electricity service. 

Since 2018, Peninsula Clean Energy has partnered with public agencies to support schools with 

promoting energy literacy, transitioning off of fossil fuels in their facilities, and raising awareness 

of career opportunities related to clean energy. 

Peninsula Clean Energy has collaborated with public agencies to support schools as hubs for 

energy education and decarbonization. Previous partnerships include developing curriculum, 

providing professional development and training opportunities for teachers, and deploying 

hands-on learning experiences and programming for students. These efforts seek to equip 

students with knowledge about local causes to climate change as well as impactful solutions, 

including career opportunities.  

Another priority is supporting schools with decarbonization of their facilities, which improves 

indoor air quality and comfort on campus. Peninsula Clean Energy offers technical assistance 

and incentives for schools to transition from fossil fuels to clean electricity in their operations. 

Despite the availability of funding sources from Peninsula Clean Energy, PG&E, and other 

entities, many school districts lack the capacity or expertise to apply for these programs. 

Peninsula Clean Energy has partnered with public agencies to assist school districts with 

understanding decarbonization opportunities and identifying funding sources.   
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This Request for Proposals invites qualified providers to help expand on these foundational 

efforts in the 2026-27 school year. Providers will be tasked with scaling energy education, 

accelerating decarbonization of school facilities, and working in partnership with schools in San 

Mateo County or the city of Los Banos. 

2 ABOUT PENINSULA CLEAN ENERGY 

Peninsula Clean Energy is the not for profit locally-led electricity provider for San Mateo County 

and Los Banos. Our mission is to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by expanding access to 

sustainable and affordable energy solutions. The agency serves over 300,000 customers by 

providing more than 3,500 gigawatt hours annually of electricity that is 100% carbon-free. 

Since Peninsula Clean Energy launched in October 2016 customers have saved nearly $200 

million on their utility bills. The agency has earned investment grade credit ratings from Moody’s 

and S&P. Peninsula Clean Energy serves approximately 97% of residents and businesses 

across our service territory. 

For more information on Peninsula Clean Energy, visit www.peninsulacleanenergy.com. 

  

file:///C:/Users/jingwu_kelsi_yuan/Library/Application%20Support/Box/Box%20Edit/Documents/513896593139/www.peninsulacleanenergy.com
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3 RFP SCHEDULE 

3.1 RFP Schedule 

Event  Date  

Request for Proposals released February 10, 2026 

Deadline to submit questions February 23, 2026 

Responses to questions posted March 9, 2026 

Deadline for proposal submission March 30, 2026 

Contract execution June 2026 

 

• Question & Answer: Proposers may submit questions concerning the RFP at 
vshin@peninsulacleanenergy.com, subject “Questions - <Organization Name> - Energy 
Education”  

 

• Offer Review: Peninsula Clean Energy will evaluate all Offers according to the criteria 
listed below. 

4 PROPOSAL SUBMITTAL 

Proposals must be received on or before the above deadline and submittal must be by 

email to vshin@peninsulacleanenergy.com with the subject “Proposal - <Vendor Name> - 

Energy Education”. 

 

By participating in Peninsula Clean Energy’s RFP process, a Proposer acknowledges that it has 
read, understands, and agrees to the terms and conditions set forth in these RFP instructions. 
Peninsula Clean Energy reserves the right to reject any offer that does not comply with the 
requirements identified herein. Furthermore, Peninsula Clean Energy may, in its sole discretion 
and without notice, modify, suspend, or terminate the RFP without liability to any organization or 
individual. The RFP does not constitute an offer to buy or create an obligation for Peninsula 
Clean Energy to enter into an agreement with any party, and Peninsula Clean Energy shall not 
be bound by the terms of any offer until Peninsula Clean Energy has entered into a fully 
executed agreement. Only electronic submittals will be accepted. 
  

mailto:vshin@peninsulacleanenergy.com
mailto:vshin@peninsulacleanenergy.com


Peninsula Clean Energy  Request for Proposals 

 
Page 5 of 14 

5 CONTENT OF RESPONSE 

Interested vendors must submit the following documents (except those marked “Optional”) to be 
considered for awarding of this proposal: 
 

1. Cover Letter with the following elements (1 page) 

• Reference to this RFP. 

• Legal business name, address, and telephone number. 

• Name of vendor’s representative with respect to this RFP along with telephone number 
and email address.    
   

2. Approach 

• Describe how you would achieve the Scope of Work described below. 

• Specify which goals (detailed in Section 12) your proposal covers. You may respond to 
one, several, or all goals. If partnering with another organization, please identify roles 
and responsibilities for each partner.  

• Timeline, milestones, and deliverables. 

• Key challenges and resolutions. 
 

3. Budget 

• Total budget to accomplish the scope of work outlined in this RFP.  
 

4. Certificates of Insurance for the following coverages 

• Commercial General Liability – for bodily injury, property damage, and personal injury 
$1,000,000 – each occurrence $2,000,000 – in aggregate 

• Business Automobile Liability – “any auto” (Company Vehicles) – At least $1,000,000 

• Personal Automobile Liability – “any auto” (Personal Vehicles) – At least $500,000 

• Worker’s Compensation and Employer's’ Liability (EPL) – injury or death, each accident 
at least $1,000,000 (EPL not required for Sole Proprietor) 
 

5. Supplier Diversity Questionnaire (Optional) 

Peninsula Clean Energy’s Supplier Diversity Questionnaire can be downloaded at: 
https://www.peninsulacleanenergy.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Supplier-Diversity-
Questionnaire-V4.docx. Please note, your response (or lack thereof) will have no impact on 
your contract status or eligibility to work with Peninsula Clean Energy in accordance with 
state law.      

https://www.peninsulacleanenergy.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Supplier-Diversity-Questionnaire-V4.docx
https://www.peninsulacleanenergy.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Supplier-Diversity-Questionnaire-V4.docx
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6 REVIEW AND SELECTION PROCESS 

Evaluation will be based on a combination of quantitative and qualitative criteria. Peninsula 
Clean Energy will evaluate each Offer against these criteria and select a subset of Offers to 
move to the Shortlist phase. The most qualified organizations will be recommended by the RFP 
Evaluation Committee based on the overall strength of each proposal, and is not restricted to 
considerations of any single factor such as cost. The criteria used as a guideline in the 
evaluation will include, but not be limited to, the following: 
 

1. Qualifications and experience of the entity, including capability and experience of key 

personnel and experience with other public and/or private agencies to provide  

these services 

2. A clear and comprehensive understanding of the Scope of Work and proposals for 

advancing energy education, including providing quantifiable goals for success for each 

activity 

3. Proposed approach, including a clearly demonstrated understanding of PCE’s needs, 

audiences, and scope of work 

4. Scale of educational outcomes and ability to maximize the number of students engaged 

cost-effectively  

5. A proposed budget detailing estimated costs for each educational activity, for the 

primary services described by this RFP 

6. Examples of previous work demonstrating experience in energy education  

7. PCE may, at its sole discretion, chose all or a subset of activities proposed by bidders, 

to be finalized during contracting 

8. Existence of and circumstances surrounding any claims and violations against you  

or your organization 

9. PCE may make multiple awards for this RFP 
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7 AGREEMENT TERMS 

Awardees will be required to enter into a contract using Peninsula Clean Energy’s standard 
contract terms. Modification of the contract terms may be proposed by the Proposer for 
consideration by Peninsula Clean Energy but are not guaranteed to be accepted. Rejection of 
the final terms from Peninsula Clean Energy is grounds for disqualification. Shortlisted 
participants will be required to provide any redlines to the standard terms ahead of the interview 
phase. 
 
Peninsula Clean Energy’s standard contract terms are available for review here:  
https://www.peninsulacleanenergy.com/contracts/   

 

https://www.peninsulacleanenergy.com/contracts/
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8 INCLUSION OF NON-PARTICIPATING AGENCIES  

PCE is asking all responding vendors to indicate their willingness to extend the terms of 

resulting contracts, inclusive of price, to other interested California-based municipalities, 

municipally-owned utilities and community choice energy programs. While this clause in no way 

commits these agencies to contract with PCE’s awarded consultant, nor does it guarantee any 

additional orders will result, it does allow other agencies, at their discretion, to make use of 

PCE’s competitive process (provided said process satisfies their own procurement guidelines) 

and purchase directly from the awarded contractor. All purchases made by other agencies shall 

be understood to be transactions between that agency and the awarded vendor; PCE shall not 

be responsible for any such purchases. 
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9 SUPPLIER DIVERSITY 

Consistent with its strategic goals, Peninsula Clean Energy is committed to fostering a work 
environment that espouses sustainable business practices and cultivates a culture of 
innovation, diversity, transparency, integrity, and commitment to the organization’s mission and 
the communities it serves. As part of that goal, Peninsula Clean Energy strives to ensure its use 
of vendors and suppliers who share its commitment to sustainable business and inclusionary 
practices. 
 
To help ensure an inclusive set of vendors and suppliers, Peninsula Clean Energy’s policy 
requires it to: 

1.    Strive to use local businesses and provide fair compensation in the purchase of services  

       and supplies; 

2.    Proactively seek services from local businesses and from businesses that have been  

       Green Business certified and/or are taking steps to protect the environment; and 

3.    Engage in efforts to reach diverse communities to ensure an inclusive pool of  

       potential suppliers. 

General Order 156 (GO 156) is a California Public Utilities Commission ruling that asks utility 

entities to set a goal to procure at least 21.5% of their contracts with majority women-owned, 

minority-owned, disabled veteran-owned and LGBT-owned business enterprises' 

(WMDVLGBTBEs) in all categories. Qualified businesses become GO 156 certified through the 

CPUC and are then added to the GO 156 Clearinghouse database. 

The CPUC Clearinghouse can be found here: www.thesupplierclearinghouse.com. Peninsula 

Clean Energy’s policies and commitment to diversity are consistent with the principles of GO 

156, and, therefore, respondents to this RFP are asked to voluntarily disclose their GO 156 

certification status as well as their efforts to work with diverse business enterprises, including 

those owned or operated by women (WBE), minorities (MBE), disabled veterans (DVBE), and 

lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender people (LGBTBE). 

As a public agency and consistent with state law, Peninsula Clean Energy will not use any such 

provided information in any part of its decision-making or selection process. Rather, Peninsula 

Clean Energy will use that information solely to help evaluate how well it is conforming to its 

own policies and goals. Pursuant to California Proposition 209, Peninsula Clean Energy does 

not give preferential treatment based on race, sex, color, ethnicity, or national origin.  

 

  

http://www.thesupplierclearinghouse.com/
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10 PENINSULA CLEAN ENERGY LEGAL OBLIGATIONS 

Peninsula Clean Energy is not obligated to respond to any offer submitted as part of the RFP. 

All parties acknowledge that Peninsula Clean Energy is a public agency subject to the 

requirements of the California Public Records Act, Cal. Gov. Code section 7920.000 et seq. 

Peninsula Clean Energy acknowledges that another party may submit information to Peninsula 

Clean Energy that the other party considers confidential, proprietary, or trade secret information 

pursuant the Uniform Trade Secrets Act (Cal. Civ. Code section 3426 et seq.), or otherwise 

protected from disclosure pursuant to an exemption to the California Public Records Act 

(“Confidential Information”). Any such other party acknowledges that Peninsula Clean Energy 

may submit to the other party Confidential Information. Upon request or demand of any third 

person or entity not a party to this RFP ("Requestor") for production, inspection and/or copying 

of information designated as Confidential Information by a party disclosing such information 

(“Disclosing Party”), the party receiving such information (“Receiving Party”), as soon as 

practical but within three (3) business days of receipt of the request, shall notify the Disclosing 

Party that such request has been made, by telephone call, letter sent via email and/or by US 

Mail to the address or email address listed on the cover page of the RFP. The Disclosing Party 

shall be solely responsible for taking whatever legal steps are necessary to protect information 

deemed by it to be Confidential Information and to prevent release of information to the 

Requestor by the Receiving Party. If the Disclosing Party takes no such action, after receiving 

the foregoing notice from the Receiving Party, the Receiving Party shall be permitted to comply 

with the Requestor's demand and is not required to defend against it. 
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11 GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

1.   Peninsula Clean Energy’s Reserved Rights: Peninsula Clean Energy may, at its sole 

discretion: withdraw this Request for Proposal at any time, and/or reject any or all materials 

submitted. Respondents are solely responsible for any costs or expenses incurred in connection 

with the preparation and submittal of the materials for this RFP. 

2.   Public Records: All documents submitted in response to this RFP will become the property 

of Peninsula Clean Energy upon submittal and will be subject to the provisions of the California 

Public Records Act and any other applicable disclosure laws. 

3.   No Guarantee of Contract: Peninsula Clean Energy makes no guarantee that a contractor 

and/ or firm added to the qualified vendor list will result in a contract. 

4.   Response is Genuine: By submitting a response pursuant to this RFP, Respondent 

certifies that this submission is genuine, and not sham or collusive, nor made in the interest or 

on behalf of any person not named therein; the submitting firm has not directly or indirectly 

induced or solicited any other submitting firm to put in a sham bid, or any other person, firm or 

corporation to refrain from submitting a submission, and the submitting firm has not in any 

manner sought by collusion to secure for themselves an advantage over any other submitting 

firm. 
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12 DETAILED PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND SCOPE 

Project Overview: 

Peninsula Clean Energy understands that the mission of reducing greenhouse gas emissions 

depends on educating the next generation of energy and environmental leaders. Peninsula 

Clean Energy’s goals for education include:  

1. Increase understanding for Peninsula Clean Energy customers, inclusive of students 

and families, that the major sources of greenhouse gas emissions in our service 

territories of San Mateo County and Los Banos are burning fossil fuels in buildings and 

for transportation. 

2. Increase understanding for students and families of local solutions to climate change, 

including the creation of Peninsula Clean Energy. Increase customer understanding of 

how to transition off of fossil fuels to fight climate change. 

3. Increase understanding for customers, inclusive of students and families, of energy 

sources, including fossil fuels and renewable energy. Increase understanding of 

electricity sources in San Mateo County and the city of Los Banos and how to read 

electricity bills. 

4. Raise awareness of clean energy careers with PCE-customer base, especially 

electricians and other careers in the trades. 

5. Support customer schools and school districts in San Mateo County or the city of Los 

Banos in switching from the use of polluting fossil fuels to the use of clean electricity in 

their buildings and facilities. 

Scope of Work: 

The selected provider(s) will support Peninsula Clean Energy in implementing energy literacy 

and school decarbonization programs to benefit our customers across San Mateo County 

and/or the city of Los Banos during the 2026-27 school year. Providers may propose work in 

one or more of the areas below. 

Energy and Climate Education Programs 

The provider(s) shall design and deliver education services that increase understanding of local 

causes and solutions to climate change, including the role of clean energy and Peninsula Clean 

Energy in facilitating reduction of the impact of climate change on its customers. Activities may 

include, but are not limited to: 

• Developing and implementing classroom education, hands-on activities, and/or 

community events to address Peninsula Clean Energy’s objectives (see above). 
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• Providing professional development, coaching, or classroom support for educators to 

integrate energy and climate concepts into instruction. 

• Creating programs for customers, including students, parents, and families, that advance 

energy literacy and address Peninsula Clean Energy’s objectives.  

• Facilitating opportunities for students that build leadership skills and empower youth 

action to address Peninsula Clean Energy’s objectives and benefit our customers. 

Clean Energy Career Awareness 

The provider(s) shall suggest novel implementation activities that expose customers who are 

students to career pathways in clean energy, including electricians and skilled trades critical to 

building electrification and clean transportation. Activities may include: 

• Connecting students and families receiving electricity from Peninsula Clean Energy to 

training opportunities, certifications, and local workforce needs. 

• Working with school districts to offer on-campus experiences that expose students to the 

trades and other energy-related occupations. Activity suggestions should not include off-

campus field trips. 

• Supporting partnerships with community colleges, apprenticeship programs, local 

businesses and/or employers to enhance awareness, access, and funding for students 

and customers entering green fields. 

School Facilities Support 

The provider(s) shall assist schools and school districts that are customers of PCE in switching 

from the use of polluting fossil fuels to the use of clean electricity in their buildings and facilities. 

Activities may include: 

• Conducting outreach to school districts about the benefits of switching to the use of 

clean electricity in facilities, including funding and support available. 

• Providing detailed, tailored recommendations to school districts based on their needs. 

Identify and prioritize fossil fuel equipment for replacement. 

• Coordinating with other public agency partners and funders to align strategies and stack 

incentives for schools.  

• Supporting school districts with integrating measures for transitioning to the use of clean 

electricity into policy, bonds, and facility planning processes. 

Partnership Coordination  

The provider(s) shall collaborate closely with Peninsula Clean Energy to ensure high-quality, 

effective program delivery. Expectations include: 

• Building relationships with school and district administrators, educators, facilities staff, 

parents, and community partners.  
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• Elevating leadership and sharing best practices related to energy literacy and school 

facilities among school districts and partners. 

• Participating in regular check-ins and planning sessions with Peninsula Clean Energy. 

• Ensuring alignment of all materials, messages, and activities with Peninsula Clean 

Energy’s mission and program goals to deliver benefits to our customers. 

Reporting and Evaluation 

The provider(s) shall track participation, deliverables, and outcomes to support program 

evaluation and continuous improvement. Responsibilities include: 

• Collecting data on the number of customers served, including data regarding students, 

educators, families, community members, and/or schools served. 

• Documenting program activities, materials developed, and partnerships facilitated. 

• Measuring changes in knowledge, awareness, or capacity related to energy literacy and 

reduced fossil fuel use, as appropriate. 

• Providing periodic progress updates and a final report summarizing achievements, 

challenges, and recommendations for future years. 

 


